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Abstract

This research aimed to assess the priority needs for the professional competency

development of social studies student teachers. The sample consisted of 72 social studies
students enrolled in the second semester of the 2025 academic year, obtained through
random sampling from a total population of 80 students. The research instrument was a
5-point Likert scale questionnaire, encompassing assessments of current states and
expected states across three competency domains: learning management, relationship
with parents and communities, and teaching duties and professional ethics. Data were
analyzed using mean (), standard deviation (%), and the Modified Priority Needs Index
(PNlodified)- The research findings revealed that the overall priority needs for professional
competency development in all three domains were positive. The domains ranked by
priority from highest to lowest were: learning management (PNlmogified = 0.44), followed by
relationship with parents and communities (PNlpegified = 0.41), and teaching duties and
professional ethics (PNl ogified = 0.26), respectively. When considering individual items, the
highest priority needs in each domain included conducting classroom action research
(PNlodified = 0.53), establishing collaboration networks with local agencies to support
learning resources (PNlyogifes = 0.55), and monitoring current events, politics, and global
society to integrate into instruction (PNlyogified = 0.38) These results reflect an urgent
necessity to enhance research skills for addressing learner issues and to strengthen
proactive community engagement competencies, ensuring that social studies student
teachers are well-prepared to perform effectively in accordance with professional
standards.

Keywords: Needs Assessment, Professional Teacher Competency, Social Studies
Students
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